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Foreword
Here is an easy-to-follow guide on Business Rates 
across the UK for the 2022/23 Financial Year.

It covers the differences between the various schemes, 
multipliers and reliefs that are currently available 
across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

You can also check our website 
www.dunlopheywood.co.uk for the latest news
and updates.
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England
Transitional Relief

The transitional relief scheme was introduced in 2017 to 
help those ratepayers who were faced with higher bills as a 
result of the 2017 list revaluation. The scheme ended on 31 
March 2022 and as a result a small number of ratepayers 
faced an increase to their full rates bill from 1 April 2022.  

The government, to support those in this situation, 
introduced an extension to the scheme which restricts 
increases of business rate bills to 15% for businesses with 
small properties (up to and including £20,000 RV) and 25% 
for medium properties (up to and including £100,000 RV).

The extension doesn’t apply to those whose transitioning 
is declining, those cases will have already seen a full 
reduction on 1 April 2022.

The existing transitional relief scheme and the supporting 
small business scheme will conclude at the end of the 
current revaluation cycle. 

Empty Property Relief

• Empty Offices and Retail Premises qualify for 100%   
 exemption for 3 months.

• Empty Industrial Premises qualify for 100% exemption for
 6 months.

• 100% relief on empty properties with a Rateable Value   
 (RV) of £2,900 or below and vacant listed buildings.

Retail Relief

Retail Relief will be 50% for any qualifying properties 
subject, up to a maximum of £110,000 per business. Retail 
relief for 2022/23 is subject to subsidy control.

Non-Domestic Rating Multipliers
The multiplier was frozen for 2022/23:

The large multiplier applies to all occupied 
premises with a Rateable Value of £51,000 and 
above, as well as empty premises with a Rateable 
Value of £2,900 and above.

Rate Year Large Small

2022/23 51.2p 49.9p

Small Business Rate Relief (SBRR)

Ratepayers with additional properties can 
qualify for the relief on their main property, if 
the additional properties do not have individual 
Rateable Values of above £2,899. The total 
Rateable Value of all of the properties would need 
to be less than £20,000 or £28,000 in London.

Rateable Value

£0 - £12,000

£12,001-£15,000

100%

Tapered relief

SBRR



Scotland
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Empty Rates Relief

All empty properties can get 50% relief from non-domestic 
rates for the first 3 months they’re empty. They can then get 
a 10% discount after that.

Empty industrial properties can get 100% relief from non-
domestic rates for the first 6 months that they are empty, 
with a 10% discount after that.

The reset period for Empty Property Relief is six months. 
Following the initial three or six months of Empty Rates 
Relief after a property is vacated, the rates will become 
due once more. Properties must then be occupied for a 
temporary period of at least six months before becoming 
eligible for another cycle of Empty Rates Relief.

You can get 100% relief for the whole time a property is 
unoccupied, if:

• It is a listed building.

• It has a rateable value under £1,700.

• It is owned by a trustee for sequestration, liquidation
 or executors.

• The company who owns it has been wound up.

• By law, the property cannot be occupied.

• It is under a compulsory purchase order.

• It has no buildings (empty ground).

Small Business Bonus Scheme

The Small Business Bonus Scheme relief will continue for 
2022/23 financial year. 

You can get non-domestic rates relief through the Small 
Business Bonus Scheme if the combined RV of all your 
business premises is £35,000 or less and the RV of 
individual premises is £18,000 or less.

• £0 - £15,000 - 100% relief.

• £15,001 - £18,000 25%.

Non-Domestic Rating Multipliers
The multiplier was frozen for 2022/23:

The large multiplier applies to all occupied 
premises with a Rateable Value of £51,000 or 
above, as well as empty premises with a Rateable 
Value of £2,900 or above. 

Small
(RV -£51,000)      

Medium
(£51,001 -£95,000)

Large
(+95,000)

49.8p 51.1p 52.4p
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• £18,001 - £35,000 25% on each individual property with an  
 RV of £18,000 or less.

You can also apply if the property is actively occupied.

Based on the total (cumulative) RV of all your non-domestic 
premises, the following relief is available:

• Total RV up to £15,000 - 100% relief (no rates payable) on   
 each individual property.

• Total RV of £15,001 to £35,000 - 25% relief on each  
 individual property with a rateable value of £18,000
 or less.

This offers a maximum saving of £7,470 in 2022-23

You can apply for the Small Business Bonus Scheme 
through your local council.

Retail Relief

Retail, hospitality and leisure businesses can receive 50% 
rates relief for the first three months of 2022-23, capped at 
£27,500 per ratepayer. To get this relief, a property has to 
be occupied. Properties that have closed temporarily due 
to the government’s coronavirus advice will be treated as 
occupied.

Business Growth Accelerator Relief

• New Build - you can apply for Business Growth    
 Accelerator Relief if  your premises are a new build. This   
 attracts 100% mandatory new build relief for 12 months   
 after they are first occupied.

• Expansion or Improvements - you can also apply for   
 the Relief if you expand or make improvements to your   
 property. Here, your non-domestic rates will remain   
 unchanged for 12 months and be based on your old RV   
 value for this time period.

Fresh Start Relief

Businesses occupying specific long-term empty properties 
may be able to apply for 100% Business Rates Relief for 
their first year in those premises.

You could be eligible if:

• The property has an RV of under £95,000.

• You started occupying the property on or after 1 April   
 2018 and the property had previously been empty for at   
 least six months.



Wales
Empty Rates Relief

100% relief is granted on vacant properties with an RV 
below £2,600 and vacant listed buildings. 

Empty Property Relief can be applied for the following 
premises:

• Empty offices and retail – 100% relief for three months.

• Empty industrial property – 100% relief for six months.

Like Scotland, the reset period for Empty Property Relief in 
Wales is six months.

Following the initial three or six months of empty relief, 
after a property is vacated, rates will be payable once again. 
Properties must then be occupied for a temporary period 
of at least six months before becoming eligible again for 
another cycle of Empty Rates Relief.

Retail Relief

Qualifying businesses will receive 50% relief – up to a limit 
of £110,000 per business.

Small Business Rate Relief

• 0 - £6,000 RV – 100% relief.

• 6001 – £12,000 - tapered relief.

The number of properties eligible for SBRR is capped at two 
properties per business, per Local Authority.
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Non-Domestic Rating Multipliers

2022/2023  53.5p



Northern Ireland
The next Non-Domestic Rates Revaluation comes into effect 
as from 1 April 2023 with The Antecedent Valuation Date 
(AVD) being 1 October 2021.

Following the initial three or six months of empty relief, 
after a property is vacated, rates will be payable once again. 
Properties must then be occupied for a temporary period 
of at least six months before becoming eligible again for 
another cycle of Empty Rates Relief.

Business Rates Support 

A £50million business rates support package was 
announced for the 2022-23 rating year and offered all 
businesses a one-month rates’ holiday - excluding public 
bodies, utilities, larger food stores and off-licences.
Further dispensation is being given to retail, leisure, 
hospitality, newspapers, tourism, childcare and airports, all 
receiving a three months’ rates holiday. 
Land Property Services automatically apply the rates’ 
holiday assuming they hold the correct business 
information. Any businesses which believe they are eligible 
but haven’t received the rates’ holiday can apply direct for 
the scheme online.

Small Business Rate Relief

SBRR was extended for another year. Qualifying businesses 
will be able to claim a reduction of between 20-50% on their 
2022-23 business rates.

A freeze in the regional rate poundage was also announced 
which will take rate payers up to 1 April 2023. It coincides 
with the new revaluation of Non-Domestic properties that is 
currently taking place in Northern Ireland.

Eligibility for the SBRR is based on the Net Annual Value 
(NAV) of a business property and automatically applied:

• Business properties with a NAV of £2,000 or less receive   
 50% rate relief.

• Business properties with a NAV of between £2-5,000 will   
 receive 25% rate relief.

• Business properties with a NAV of more than £5,000 but   
 not more than £15,000 will receive a 20% rate relief.

Back in Business Scheme

The “Back in Business” scheme has been confirmed 
for Business Rates for this financial year 2022-
2023. Businesses are being offered a 50% discount, 
for up to two years, if they occupy a vacant retail 
unit.

The property must have been previously valued for 
rates and used for retail purposes when it was last 
occupied. If the premises were never occupied the 
relief may still be available if the premises could 
reasonably have been used for retail purposes. 

Applications will be accepted up to 1 April 2023.

Vacant Rates

Are payable in Northern Ireland at 50% of the fully 
occupied rate, after a three-month rate free period. 
The 50% reduction applies for the duration the 
property remains vacant.
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Dunlop Heywood
For further information and advice please contact:

Aaron  McLeod 
BSc (Hons) IRRV (Dip)
Operations Director

T: 0161 817 4856
M: 07789 764344
E: aaron.mcleod@dunlopheywood.com


